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June 4 is history, I speak for HK, says
Tsang - then has to apologise
Ambrose Leung and Gary Cheung
Updated on May 15, 2009

Donald Tsang Yam-kuen was forced to apologise yesterday after claiming to
speak for "Hong Kong people" in expressing hopes for an "objective
assessment" of the Tiananmen Square crackdown in light of China's
economic development.

The chief executive's remarks in the Legislative Council, three weeks
before the 20th anniversary of the bloody crackdown on the 1989 pro-
democracy movement, sparked a walkout by pan-democrats, who
accused him of burying his conscience.

The row erupted at a question-and-answer session after Mr Tsang
sidestepped a request by the Civic Party's Margaret Ng Ngoi-yee to
back the public's demand for vindication of students killed in the
crackdown.

"I understand Hong Kong people's feelings about June 4, but the
incident happened many years ago. The country's development in many
areas has since achieved tremendous results and brought economic
prosperity to Hong Kong. I believe Hong Kong people will make an
objective assessment of the nation's development."

Ms Ng asked: "Are you saying that as long as the economy is
developing well we cannot admit people were killed? Should we bury
our conscience to share economic benefits?"

Mr Tsang replied: "My view represents the opinion of Hong Kong
people in general, and the opinion of citizens has affected my view.
What I have just said is how I feel about the views of the people of
Hong Kong."

A government source later called the remarks a slip of the tongue.

Mr Tsang's remarks led to uproar among pan-democrats and drew
jeers from the public gallery. Lawmakers took turns to demand he
withdraw his statement.

"How can you claim you are representing me? You have raped public
opinion," unionist Lee Cheuk-yan said. All 23 pan-democrats then
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opinion," unionist Lee Cheuk-yan said. All 23 pan-democrats then
walked out and the meeting adjourned for seven minutes before
resuming without them.

Mr Tsang then made his first apology, saying he was sorry for having
caused people to become "emotional" . Meanwhile, pan-democrats,
several with tears in their eyes, spoke to reporters outside the chamber,
condemning Mr Tsang for shaming the memories of those killed while
fighting for democracy.

"He can bury his own conscience to keep his chief executive position,
but he cannot force Hong Kong people to bury their conscience
together. Anyone who has a conscience should show that in the June 4
vigil in Victoria Park," Democrat Cheung Man-kwong said.

Mr Tsang disappeared into the Legco antechamber for more than 30
minutes after the question-and- answer session ended, before meeting
waiting journalists outside the chamber and reading a statement. "I fully
understand that different people have different feelings and views on
the June 4 incident," he said.

"I said in the chamber that `my views represent those of Hong Kong
people in general'. This is a wrong expression. This is not what I
intended to mean. It is absolutely not my intention to say that my views
can represent the views of all Hong Kong people. If this has caused
any person any misunderstanding, I am prepared to offer my apology."

He left without taking questions. A government source later said Mr
Tsang's "slip of the tongue" was because his fluency in English was "far
better than his Cantonese". Mr Tsang was also forced to apologise in
October 2007 after he said, in English, that democracy could result in
chaos similar to the Cultural Revolution if taken to the extreme.

Tiananmen Mothers leader Ding Zilin, who lost her son in the
crackdown, said in Beijing: "Judging from his remarks, which follow
closely the central government's verdict on the crackdown, Donald
Tsang has lost his conscience as a person."

It is not the first time political figures have caused controversy on the
eve of June 4. Ma Lik, late chairman of the Democratic Alliance for the
Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong, said in May 2007 that the
Tiananmen crackdown was not a "massacre", and suggested people
throw pigs under tanks to test whether they could become "minced
meat".
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